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Collishaw’s Last Meal on Death Row depicts carefully arranged still-lives of the meals chosen by death row 
prisoners on the last day before their execution.

For the series, Collishaw restated a number of - often intriguing - last suppers and arranged them in the style 
of 17th century Vanitas paintings, a manner traditionally used to reflect on the transience of life, the futility of 
pleasure, and the certainty of death. Whilst aesthetically pleasing in the most classical sense, these photo-
graphs reveal  a shocking confrontation with the imminence of death, and give insight into the desires and fears 
of the soon to be executed. Humble and mundane foods like cheeseburgers or ice cream take on a new poi-
gnancy, as the pictures become surrogate portraits of the prisoners. The multi-layered, yet subtle way in which 
the message is conveyed is characteristic for Collishaw’s oeuvre.

ADOLF EICHMANN

Otto Adolf Eichmann was one of the major organisers of the Holocaust. Eichmann was charged by SS-
Obergruppenführer Reinhard Heydrich with the task of facilitating and managing the logistics of mass 
deportation of Jews to ghettos and extermination camps in German-occupied Eastern Europe.

After the war, he fled to Argentina where he worked under a false identity for Mercedes-Benz until 1960. 
He was captured by Mossad operatives in Argentina and taken to Israel to face trial in an Israeli court on 15 
criminal charges, including crimes against humanity and war crimes. He was found guilty and executed by 
hanging in 1962. He is the only person to have been executed in Israel on conviction by a civilian court.

Eichmann allegedly refused a last meal, preferring instead a bottle of Carmel, a dry red Israeli wine, consum-
ing about half the bottle. He also refused to don the traditional black hood for his execution.

DOBIE GILLIS WILLIAMS

Dobie Gillis Williams was executed by lethal injection by the State of Louisiana for the murder of Sonja Knip-
pers. According to the prosecution, Williams entered the home of Charles and Sonja Knippers in the early 
morning hours of July 8, 1984 through their bathroom window. When Sonja Knippers went to the bathroom 
some time later, Williams locked the door and began stabbing Sonja with a knife.

The evidence that Williams was convicted on is in dispute. Anti-death penalty activist Sister Helen Prejean 
has used his particular case to illustrate that the poor are disproportionally executed in America. Williams ate 
twelve candy bars and some ice cream for his last meal. In his final statement, Williams said, "I just want to 
say, I don't have any hard feelings against anybody. God bless y'all. God bless."

GARY GILMORE

Gilmore robbed and murdered Max Jensen, a Sinclair gas station employee on the evening of July 19, 1976. 
The next evening, he robbed and murdered Bennie Bushnell, a motel manager at City Centre Inn. 
He murdered these people even though they complied with his demands. Gilmore was executed by firing 
squad at Utah State Prison in Draper, Utah. The night before, Gilmore had requested an all-night gathering 
of friends and family at the prison mess hall. 
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JOHN WAYNE GACY

John Wayne Gacy was convicted of the torture, rape and murder of 33 males between 1972 until his arrest 
in 1978. He was dubbed the "Killer Clown" because he entertained kids at parties as "Pogo The Clown." He 
was eventually convicted and sentenced to death. On May 10, 1994, Gacy was executed by lethal injection. 

His final statement to his lawyer before his execution was that killing him would not compensate for the loss 
of others, and that this was the state murdering him. It is reported that his final spoken words were simply, 
"Kiss my ass".

LOUIS JONES JUNIOR

Former Special Forces soldier Louis Jones Jr. stole onto a military base in San Angelo, Texas. He was look-
ing for his estranged wife, also an Army officer, with whom he had fought violently earlier in the week. Instead 
of his wife, he found Pvt. Tracie McBride. 

He forced McBride, at gunpoint, to leave the base and, after raping her in his apartment, took her to a deso-
late area 30 miles outside of town where he beat her over the head with a tire iron until she was dead. 
He left her body under a bridge. Tracie McBride was 19 years old.

VELMA BARFIELD

Velma Barfield was originally convicted for the murder of her partner, Stuart Taylor, but later confessed to six 
killings, including her husband’s and her own mother’s. At the trial, her defence pleaded insanity, but this 
was not accepted and she was convicted. The jury recommended the death sentence. Velma appeared 
cold and uncaring on the stand and applauded the District Attorney when he made his closing speech.

Her motives for these murders were the same. She had misappropriated money from her victims and then 
according to her, tried to make them ill so she could nurse them whilst finding another job to enable her to 
repay the money. For her Last Meal, Barfield chose a bag of Cheez Doodles and a 12-ounce can of Coca-
Cola. She wore pink pyjamas and an adult diaper as she was put to death. 

ALLEN LEE DAVIES

Allen Lee Davies was convicted for the murder of Nancy Weller in Jacksonville, Florida in 1982. According 
to police reports, Weller was “beaten almost beyond recognition” by Davies with a 357 Magnum. He was 
also convicted of killing her two daughters, nine-year-old Kristina and five-year-old Katherine. Nancy Weller 
was also three months pregnant at the time. For his last meal, Davies requested one lobster, fried potatoes, 
half a pound of friend clams, six ounces of fried clams, half a loaf of garlic bread and 32 ounces of A&W Root 
Beer. 
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SAMMIE FELDER JUNIOR

Sammie Felder Junior was convicted in February 1975 for stabbing to death 42-year-old James Hanks, a 
paraplegic living at The Independent Lifestyle Complex that Felder worked at in Houston. Felder had entered 
Hanks’ room whilst he was sleeping one night, but when he made an attempt to take money from the apart-
ment, Hanks started shouting for help.
 
Panicked, Felder took the scissors from the bedside table and started stabbing Hanks repeatedly. 
The original conviction was overturned due to an improperly admitted confession; however, Felder was later 
convicted again in 1986 and sentenced to death for the second time. 

JUAN SORIA

Juan Soria was convicted of murdering 17-year-old Allen E. Bolden on the 28th June 1985. 
The series of crimes against Bolden began when Soria and Lagunas asked Bolden for a ride as he was leav-
ing work as a lifeguard/swimming instructor. Bolden agreed. Once they were in the car, Lagunas put a gun 
to Bolden's head and told him to drive to an area under a bridge. There, Lagunas hit Bolden in the head with 
a rock and Soria stabbed Bolden twice in the back of the head, killing him. Two days later, Soria was 
stopped for speeding. Bolden's body was found the next day based on information given by Lagunas. 
The next day, Soria confessed to police that he killed Allen Bolden, and was later sentenced to death. 

Following a long string of self-mutilation and suicide attempts whilst in prison, Soria pulled a volunteer prison 
chaplain’s arm into his cell and repeatedly slashed it with a razor blade. Soria was placed in the psychiatric 
unit after that incident. Soria was executed on 26th July 2000. 

RUDY ESQUIVEL

Rudy Esquivel had been in and out of police custody since his youth. Earlier in his criminal career, Esquivel 
had robbed and abducted a Central Texas couple, taking them on a chilling high-speed ride through the Hill 
Country; attacked a California man with a deadly weapon; and racked up a number of juvenile offenses, 
including shoplifting, auto theft, burglary and trespass. 

Whilst on parole for participating in the 1953 gang rape of a Houston woman, Esquivel gunned down 28-
year-old narcotics officer Timothy Hearn in the parking lot of an East Houston Sears store in June 1978. He 
was executed on the 9th June 1986 by means of lethal injection. 

CHESTER WICKER

On Good Friday in 1980, Suzanne Knuth and her husband, Calvin, were heading to a friend’s house for 
dinner when their car broke down. While Calvin was going to get help, Knuth decided to walk back to her 
Beaumont home. Whilst on her journey, she was abducted by Chester Wicker and taken to a remote area 
in Galveston County Beach. 

Wicker attempted to rape and strangle Knuth, before eventually burying her alive at the beach. Her body 
was later found 18 days later after Wicker confessed, and led the police to the area of the beach where he 
had killed her. Although two reprieves were won on his appeals, the third was lost just hours before he was 
to be executed. He was given a lethal injection on the 4th April 1980. 

Last Meal on Death Row, 
Texas , Sammie Felde Junior, 
2011. C-type photographic 
print Frame: Red Grandis 
timber, rubbed back with 
black lacquer finish.

Last Meal on Death Row, 
Texas, Juan Soria, 2011.
C-type photographic print 
Frame: Red Grandis timber, 
rubbed back with black 
lacquer finish.

Last Meal on Death Row, 
Texas, Rudy Esquivel, 2011.
C-type photographic print 
Frame: Red Grandis timber, 
rubbed back with black 
lacquer finish.

Last Meal on Death Row, 
Texas, Chester Wicker,
2011. C-type photographic 
print Frame: Red Grandis 
timber, rubbed back with 
black lacquer finish.


	Sign corridor 01
	Sign corridor 02
	Sign corridor 03

